CONFIDENTIAL.| 


(No. 48 of 1896, 


REPORT 


NATIVE 


PAPERS 


FOR THE 


Week ending the 28th November 1896. 


Se een 


CONTENTS : 


1.—Forsiex Pouitics. 
Nil. 
II.—Home ADMINIOTRATION. 


(a) Police— 


Prevalence of theft in certain villages in the Backer- 
gunge district 

Lawlessness in 
singh district ae soe. 

Oppression in the course of a police enquiry 

The prevalence of dacoity in Bengal ... | 

A dacoity in a village in the Burdwan district 

Destruction of crops by wild boars in the Backer- 
gunge district see sa 

Diseased coolies turned out of tea-gardens 

The indifference of the police — 

Two roads near Chaibassa infested by robbers 

Gunshot murder in Backergunge ges — 

— of raiyats by zamindars in the Faridpur 

istrict os “ee oe a 

A suggestion for the reform of the village chaukidari 

system eee cee cee 


(6)—- Working of the Courts— 
Mr. Weston’s proceedings in the case against the 
Hitavadt = = 


. J ustice O’Kinealy isis coe 
Tho pt oy Ao case in the Allahabad High Court 


(c)—Jatls— 
(2)—Educattion= 


the Kendua thana in the Mymen- 


Nil. 


The vacant Deputy Inspectorship in the Dacca 
district ee ees ne oes 
Nyayaratna’s special pension 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Adminis- 
tration 


The District Engineership of Mymensingh 
Water-scarcity in Bengal ... 
Mr. Westmacott on the duty of clerk 


Water-scarcity in a village in the Faridpur district 1106 


A grievance of the rate-payers of the Santipur 
Municipality inthe Nadia district = ws 
The Health Officer of the Calcutta Municipality ... 


(f)—Questions affecting the land— 
Nil. 


(g)—Railways and communications, including canals 
and irrigation— 


The steamer-landing ghat in Barisal 
A bad road in Birbhum 

Railway grievances 

A railway grievance 


(h)— General 


An outbreak of small-pox in a village in the Bankura 
district es a ae 
Government servants in the famine __... 
The charitable dispensaries in Bengal 
Scarcity allowance to Government employés 


Page. 


ab 


ab 


ov 4 
... 1104 


ib 


tb 
ab 


tb 


1b 


ib 


1 


P age. 


(h)—General—concld. 


Sir Charles Elliott’s paper on the separation of the 
Judicial and executive functions ee we TS 
Mr. Reynolds on Sir Charles ElJiott’s article on 
} separation of judicial and executive func- 
ons eee eee eee eee 
Babu Atul Chandra Chatterji, Personal Assistant 
to the Commissioner of Burdwan ... .»» 1109 


ITI.—Lee@isiative. 
Nil. 
IV.—Native Srarezs. 


The Vicoroy on Political Agents in Native States ... id 


V.—Pxospeots oF THE Crops AND CONDITION OF 
THE PEOPLE. 


A suggestion for famine relief ses 
Distress and prospects of the crops in Backergunge 
Scarcity in the Bankura district R ‘ei 
Government’s duty in the distress in Bengal 
The Lieutenant-Governor at Sonepur ... 
The Viceroy in the distress ie 
Scarcity in a village in the Hooghly district 
Distress in the Khulna district sine ose 
Scarcity of rice at Khusiganj in the Hooghly 
district iia RA tes sae 
High © ae of food articles in the Backergunge 
strict ss ove oe 
Russia’s sympathy in the famine in India 
Distress in Jessore ‘a ses a 
The Government’s and the people’s duty in the 
distress oe as coe 
Government measures for famine relief 
The prevailing scarcity  ... 
Famine in Be iv 
The Government in the famine ws 
The duty of the Government in the famine ae 
How information about distress should be collected 
The prospects of crops in the Hooghly district 
The tamine a on i 
A case of suicide from starvation mi o- 
The effect of the late rains on the prospects of crops 
The prospects of crops in the Thvine and Nadia 
districts os Rae, si 
Scarcity allowance to Government servants 
The cattle in the famine a oes 
The Basirhat steam tramway as a famine relief 
measure bn 


ee0e° 


00) 


VI.—M 1scELLANEOUS. 


The proposed gagging of the vernacular newspapers ib 
Mr. Cotton vis ie x Rattt, 


Urarva Papsss. 


Benevolence of a local rice-merchant ... a 
Postponement of the revenue ‘ist for the inundated 
Arrangements made for filling up vacancies in the 
Gurjats 086 vis dan -. 1118 
Impending famine in the land as a 
Cattle plague ie ae ine 


tb 


Assay Papsurs. 


Nil. 


( 1098 ) 
LIST OF NEWSPAPERS. 


—= 

Dates of papers received 

and examined for the 
week, 


Reported 
number of 
subscribers. 


Names of Newspapers. Place of publication. 


REMARKS, - 


BENGALI. CaLcuTta. 


Weekly. 


“TRA wm bo 


a 
mt © © 0 


‘‘Bangavasi’’ ... 
‘*Basumati’”’ nae 

‘¢ Hitaishi ”’ jit 

‘“ Hitavadi ” si 

‘¢ Mihir-o-Sudhakar ”’ 
‘‘Navayuga’ ... 

‘* Sahachar ”’ 


“Samay ” 
“Sanjivani' ss... 
‘Som Prakash ” 


* Sulabh Samachar” 


Calcutta 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


About 4,000 
2,600 


About é ‘B00 
3,000 


3,000 
800 


24th 
:Oth 
21st 
21st 
18th 


20th 
21st 
23rd 
21st 


21st November, 


ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 


ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 


ditto. 
Daily. 


‘Banga Vidya Prakashika ” 


About 350 | 20th, 21st and 23rd to 


26th November, 1896. 


22nd to 25th November, 
1896. 


‘Dainik-o-Samachar Chan- 


drika.”’ 


‘Samvad Trabhakar’”’ 


1,000 


24th November, 1896. 


‘‘Samvad Purnachandrodaya’ 23rd to 26th November, 


1896. 
‘‘Sulabh Dainik”’ 


19th to 21st, 28rd and 


Hinp1. 25th November, 1896. 


Weekly. 


‘Bharat Mitra ”’ 19th November, 1896. 


‘Hindi Bangavasi”’ 2urd 


ditto. 


PERSIAN. 
Weekly. 
‘Hublul Mateen ” 
Urpv. 


Weekly. 


‘¢Darussaltanat and Urdu 
Guide.’ 
“(General and Gauhariasfi’”’ 


Ditto 
Ditto 
Burpwan Division. 
BENGALI. 


Fortnightly. 


‘ Benkura Darpan”’ 
‘Ulubaria Darpan ”’ 


Bankura 
Ulubaria 


Weekly. 


‘Burdwan Sanjivani” Burdwan 


Chinsura 
Hooghly 


‘‘Chinsura Vartavaha”’ 
** Education Gazette” 


Presipency Division. 
BENGAL. 


Weekly. 


‘*Murshidabad Hitaishi” ,.. Murshidabad 


‘“* Murshidabad Pratinidhi ” 
‘“* Pratikar”’ ae —— si — 
| 


; . ari Lan OF Ee aie : Sree te teere 
bs ae s ae Br te. “a See pane By < ng "© Ef a ES de ge ee , : 
= hs ea rites te . ~ 4 ¥en kee puts pe . ‘ Sot TH . Ee oe Ree # Lat -y o < * 
oi Wee a : is ~ Ree * * bain SEP Ote WE She, 4 . yeras ‘¢ , . © 
. > ‘A Nadal peas Eh at: 0a Cat ‘ , id es ra meg aNgM ‘ . 2 a ; Ws 
eae dst AS fox : aid mal sie" aS LIE FEE i Dhar eile o So ais wae . oie x eS es er ae 
oy ; “ Ne CUR Sane ig et age Bite RRS Taig TERRES FEM ‘ LY ge been. 5 BIS 
are ods ag aac peti me ed . > a - 4 dee n < ™ ts 3 : a % ad 5 ss Mae ET <aaye ox ioe oe f 
Bo + x RPO RE ™ 2 EE OS . . ° . aE Sy ee . * » - + v r . ‘ coe — ci he ee ee < . + hg 
wha SLRS POO AME ON, . ie by ht el da : ia : 2 iegrage SP ESE 
ae, oe a Dike s wid 4 eS, ep MONS TE POL LIE tho ve : 
: ale ae eee pall Lae ee Bs 1 OGL RAY Oo . ye od 2 is | oe _& $ Ph eee. 4 
‘ td oS te aes th 3 na RK 
Pa ity a. 
su: ste igh <a" % A 
eearas Fae el : 


aie) 


’ pen ey 
Pe oe pects ITF as 
ee ee eee . ; 


oh. 


( 1099 ) 


eee meres 


Names of Newspapers. 


— 


on S iedieeanadiotanl 


Place of publication. 


— 


mee 


@ © bo = 


e& wo ss == 


Oech 


“ Darjeeli 


Uniya. 


Monthly. 


‘‘ Brahma ” 
‘¢Tndradhanu " 

‘¢ Shikshabandhu ” 
‘‘Utkalprabha”’ 


Weekly. 


‘Sambalpur Hitaishini ” 


‘‘Samvad Vahika ”’ 


Hinpt. 


Monthly. 


‘“ Bihar Bandhu ” 


Weekly. 


‘“ Aryavarta — 


Urvv. 
Weekly. 


“ Akhbar-i-Al Punch 
‘Gaya Punch ... 


BENGALI. 


Weekly. 


‘“ Hindu Ranjika” i 
“ Rangpur Dikprakash 


HINDI. 


Monthly. 


BENGALI. 


Fortnightly. 


“ Kasipur Nivasi ~ 


Weekly. 


“ Barisal Hitaishi ” 


‘¢ Charu Mihir” . 
“ Dacca Prakash i 
‘Saraswat Patra 
“ Vikrampur’ 


“ Uriya and Navasamvad ” ... 


“Utkal Dipika” 


ng Mission ke Masik 
Samachar Patrika. 


Orissa DIVvIsion. 


Cuttack 


Ditto 
Ditto 


Mayurbhunj 


Provinces. 
Balasore 


Ditto 
Cuttack 


Bankipur 


Dinapur 


. | Bankipur 
. | Gaya 


Boalia, Rajshahi 


Darjeeling 


Kasipur, Berisal 


. | Barisal 


EnGLisH AND BENGALI. 


Weekly. 


“ Dacca Gazette” 
BENGALI. 
Fortnightly. 


“¢ Tripura Prakash ” 


Weekly. 


“Sansodhini” «+ 


BENGALI. 
Fortnightly. 
6 Peridarshak-o-Srihattavasi 


Mymensingh 
Dacca 


Dacca 


Comilla 


Chittagong 


Assam. 


Sylhet 


0. as 
Lauhajangha, Dacca ... 


Bamra in the Central 


Patna Division. 


RaJsHaHI DIvIsion. 


Kakina, Rangpur nae 


Dacca Division. 


Curttaconea DIVISION. 


Reported pers received 
Pre ores odd and ae for the 
160 | 
190 | 29th October, 1896. 
ee: 309 
‘ae 480 | 31st ditto. 
600 
mn 1,000 | 2lst November, 1896. 
pn 500 | 19th ditto. 
400 | 16th ditto. 
195 
180 
600 
244 
pee 13th and 20th November, 
1896. 
900 | 16th November, 1886. 
About 440 | 21st ditto. 
240 | 19th ditto. 
en 500 
6 700 
ie 120 


OR ce Ae te 
— 


Dates of pa 


Se os ee 


Only six copies have 
n issued since 
the paper was re- 
vived in January 
1894. Some 200 
copies of each issue 
are said to have 
been circulated, but 
no subscribers have 
been registered. 
This paper is said to 
have some circula.- 
tion in the Division, 
but the number of 
subscribers could 
not be ascertained. 


It is said that 650 
copies of the paper 
are printed each 
month. Out of this 
number, 150 copies 
are distributed 
among the subscri- 
bers, and the rest 
sold to the public at 
three pies per copy. 


ban aah: 


tH Dh tage 


ily + peers 


0 Sage PT ROE 

Pee Fut ee eS ie i 
ae planeta 

sc. 2 Pe 

=o Se Pe 


ries 
re 


eae 


Seen S 
: 6 


ae ere ea ho 


pee 
a wae ine hei ary, ‘ 
‘ sty ay , apie 


» 


ae : > > RF 
= we WORRIES sow 


secnentitiny eet 
~ 


ee 
ormepneipiies 
ys 


TE GPR ORL ER EL , 


( 1101 ) 


II.— Home ADMINISTRATION. 


(a)— Police. 
Tue Barisal HMilatht of the 13th November complains of the preva- 
Prevalence of ‘theft in certain ‘ence of petty theft in Kasipur, Lakhutia, Magar- 
villsges in the Backergunge dis- para, Sarsi, Kalasgram, Meghia, Hijila and Chha- 
trict. tia, villages situated near Barisal town. Mostof 
these thefts do not come to the knowledge of the chaukidars and panchayets, ‘as 
none thinks it worth his while to lodge complaints regarding them. In Meghi 


and Chhatiatheft became of rare occurrence for some time after the conviction 


of some badmashes. But it has again become rife. It is said that some of the 
wamindars secretly help the badmashes instead of helping the police in bringing 
them to justice. Many people also do not venture to come forward to give 
evidence against the Ladmashes, It is hoped that the present District Magistrate, 
in whose time.all badmashes in the district have been kept in check, will take steps 
to free the above villages of their pests. The Lakhutia Babus ‘and the Chan- 
dhuris of Hijila‘cutcherry are the most powerful zamindars in this part of the 
district,.and they or their officers should help the police in arresting the 
badmashes and..in vam, oe. them to justice. 

2. A correspondent of the Charu Mihir of the 16th November reports as 


Lawlessness in the Kendua follows :— 
‘hana in the M ymensingh district. About the end of September last,.a swindler came 


CHarv Mram, 
Nov. 16th, 1896. 


to Kendua in the Mymensingh district, passing 


himself under the name of Duna Fakir, and professed to possess a mystic power 
which enabled him to-double any amount of money witiin seven days from 
the time it was entrusted to him. He secured the services of some dalals as ac- 
eomplices, and through their means induced people totry their fortune. At first, 
people who made a trial-really got back twice the amount they had deposited 
with the cheat. ‘The foolish people thus encouraged at last ventured to risk 
larger amounts;.and when the man got sume twenty to twenty-five thousand 
rupees in his hands, he suddenly and secretly decamped one day, leaving -his 
accomplices, the dululs, to face the wrath of those whom he had duped. 

While this ‘business had been going on, the local Police Sub-Inspector 
watched everything, and made regular reports ‘to his superiors, :but received no 
orders to interfere and put a stop to the swmdhug It is said that-he had even 
asked the Deputy Magistrate of Netrakona for a warrant against the Fakir, but 
his prayer was.not granted. He now went to inform the Inspector and the Sub- 


. 


divisional Officer of what. had happened. The Subdivisional Officer paid no 
heed to ‘his representation, but the Inspector came with him to make an investi- 
tion. The Inspector eaused the house of one of the daluis to be searched, 
aud found Rs 1,997 in a shallow tank. He-then went to Fatehpur where the 
Fakir had :for the time taken ‘up his quarters in the house of the Dewan. The 
Fakir again hid himself ;:but the Inspector having no search-warrant with |.im 
eould not. enter the Dewan’s house and make:a search for him. The Subdivi- 
sional Officer was at length induced to grant.a warrant for the arrest of only one 
of the :dalu/s. named Abdul Shaikh. Kut this warrant has only afforded the 
police a means of filling its pockets. The head constable has had the warrant 
in his possession for a long time, but no arrest has yet been made. In the mean- 
time the cheated people have burnt down the houses of two of the dala/s in the 
village taluk Kanai, and are committing severe oppressions on other daluis. In 
fact, perfect anarchy prevails in villages Bausari, Nowagaon, Nakpur, Bansan, 
Alamsiri, Gagada and others. 
3. The Bankura Varpanof the 16th November says that since the discharge 
of the five accused persons who were charged with 
Oppression in the course of ® murdering one Nilu Mandal of « anahat in the 
eer Kutulpur thana of the Bankura district, the police 


Bankura DaRPan, 
Nov. 16th, 1896. 


have again taken up the enquiry, and being informed that the deceased had an — 


intrigue with the sis‘er of one of his fellow-viilagers, are suid to be oppressing 
the woman and her brother. 

4. The Burdwan Sa:jivani of the 17th November complains that of late 

ears there has been a recrudescence of dacoity in 

The prevalence of dacoity in }engal. ‘I'wenty years’ undisturbed security has 


meal. brought peace and tranquillity to the people. They 


BuURDWAN SanJIvVanl, 
Nov. 17th, 1896, 


Bornpwan SanJivaNl, 
Nov. 17th, 1896. 


Barisal HITAISHI, 
Nov. 20th, 1896, 


HivTaVaDi1, 
Nov. 20th, 1896. 


BiravavDi. 
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do not now-a-days take the necessary precautions to protect themselves from the 
ravages of dacoits. The villagers have become enervated, and in a village 
where there formerly used to be at least two scores of able-bodied men trained 
in manipulating the lathi, there is not even one to be found in these days. 
The villagers are, therefore, quite helpless, and the present recrudescence of 


-dacoity bas thrown them into a panic. They have been led to believe that 


the British Government is powerless in putting down the depredations of 
the dacoits. To put down dacoity, the Government should Increase the 
lice force in every thana, and post detectives in convenient centres in: the 
interior to keep a sharp watch over suspicious characters, It is said’ that these 
dacoities are committed by Peshawaries, and their movements should, at ey 
railway station, be watched. The village chaukidars should also be drilled and 
jeeiaed in manly sports. 
5. Accorrespondent of the same paper writes that on the 7th November 
; last, there was a daring dacoity committed in the 
oneee dems village in the house of one Nrisingha Charan Mitra of Benapur 
weap tater aie under the jurisdiction of the Jamalpur thana in the 
Burdwan district. At about 9-30 p.m. the daeoits entered the house by cutting 
through the wall and breaking open the doors and windows. They broke open 
the chests and drawers and carried away cash, ornaments and valuables 
amounting in value to about Rs. 7,000. The dacoits numbered 16 or 17 men. 
6. The Barisal Hitatshi of the 20th November says that herds of wild 
. is ee boars are preg quite ee = standing 
estruction of crops by wild crops in the Backergunge district. The people 
ae fi _— belne deprived of their , mone cannot kil ‘én 
or scare them away. 
7. The Hitavadi of the 20th November hears from Comilla that many 
emaciated coolies suffering from fever have been 
eDisessed coolies turned out of turned out of tea-gardens. It is a practice with the 
-gardens. ‘ 
planters to turn out broken-down coolies even 
during the currency of their agreement. Of the coolies so turned out some die 
on the way for want of food and shelter, while others reach home after great 
privations, cursing their fate. It is extremely improper to turn out diseased 
coolies during the currency of their agreements. At any rate, such coolies 
ought to be sent home at the cost of the planters. Will not Government take 
pity upon these poor creatures ? : eo 
8. The Bengal Police, observes the same " er, 1s notoriously incapable 
of tracing thieves and dacoits. It would now seem 
that it is indifferent in the matter of affording any 
help to those whose lives are threatened. The instance of police apathy .in this 
matter, which has been cited by the Bengalee newspaper, is such that one can 
hardly bring one’s self to believe that such a thing is possible under British rule. 
A flourishing kerosine merchant of Barabazar, Calcutta, made himself ‘an 
object of envy: to rival traders who sought his life. When his rivals made no 
longer any secret of their design, he determined to spend some time in 
Rajputana. On reaching Benares, he heard that assassins had been sent after 
him to take his life, and went to Mirzapur. On reaching the railway station he 
found three badmashes dogging his steps, two of these being armed with clubs 
and knives. On being chased, two of them ran away, while the third was 
caught. ‘The man who was caught said that he had como only to identify the 
merchant, but the two who ran away had come to assassinate him. He then 
named the assassins who had been employed to take his life. Hearing this the 
merchant fled for his life to Lakshmisarai. | | 
From Lakshmisarai the merchant sent two telegrams to the Lieutenant- 
Governor relating the above circumstances. He was directed to seek the help 
of the District Superintendent and of the Police Commissiener of Calcutta. 
The merchant then sent two telegrams to the Police Commissioner of Calcutta, 
but did not receive any reply. He next applied to the District Superintendent 
of Police, Howrah, for help. That officer granted him a police escort. On 
reaching Calcutta, he applied, on the 2nd November last, through Mr. Manuel, 


to the Police Commissioner of Calcutta for help. but j 
p, buf in vain. He then, on the 
6th November last, applied to the Presidency Magistrate for help. The Magis. 


trate has held out hopes of a police investigation. It goes without saying that 


- The indifference of the police. 
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anarchy must be surely prevailing in a country in which a man whose life is 
threatened can receive no better. ogo gam from the police. In the very metro- 
polis of India a man in fear of his life repeatedly seeks the protection of the 
authorities, and there is no one to bid him be of good cheer. Is not this a 
spectacle to make one weep? The Benga/ee has in its possession the names of the 
badmashes. ‘The authorities should tags 29 enquire into the matter, and bind 
over the badmashes to keep the peace. If badmashes can ply their trade with 
such impunity in the very metropolis, no one will feel his person and property 
secure. | 
9. A correspondent of the same paper complains that the roads leading 
) _ from Chaibassa in the Singhbhum district to the 
wae aaa Chaibassa in- Aimda and Chakradharpur stations respectively are 
infested by robbers. Robbery is pretty frequent on 
those roads. On the night of the 2nd November last, Babu Wiceidinagth Sen, 
Subdivisional Officer of Panchpir, and two amins of the Settlement Office were 
robbed on one of those roads. } | 
10. The Bangavasi of the 21st November obsei ves that the disarmament of 
Backergunge has not put an end to gunshot murder 
in that district. The arms of the disarmed resi- 
dents should now be returned to them, It is, however, somewhat strange that 
the Lieutenant-Governor did not say a word to the police or hold it responsible 
for the increase of gunshot murders which it always fails to detect. Instead of 
taking the police to task His Honour vented his wrath upon the poor half- 
starved people of Backergunge. It does not, however, become the .English 
Government to find fault with or ill treat its illiterate, hungry, disease-ridden 
and foolish subjects. 
11. A correspondent of the Mihir-o-Sudhukar of the 21st November cannot 
say why Government has taken no further steps 
beyond holding an enquiry through the - Police 
Inspector of Gvalundo into the oppressions which 
were alleged to have been committed by the naibs of some Hindu zamindars on 
eertain Musalman residents of Bhellabaria and Jalilpara within the jurisdiction 
of the Pangsa thana in the Faridpur district for having slaughtered a cow on 
the occasion of the late Bakr-t7. Has nothin& been done in this matter because, 


Gunshot murder in Backergunge. 


Oppression of raiyats by zamin- 
dars in the Faridpur district 


Hitavani, 
Noy. 20th, 1898. 


BANGAVastI, 
Nov. 21st, 1896. 


MinIR-0-SUDHAK AR, 
Nov. 2lst, 1896. 


as is rumoured, the Inspector reported the allegations to be unfounded, or 


because Government fears to proceed against two such powerful zamindars as 
Babus Jagindra Nath Rai and Kali Das Rai? When the Inspector came to hold 
his investigation, the naibs entreated Tamizuddin Khondkar and Chand Miya of 
Bhellabaria and Munshi Herasulla Saheb of J alilpara to depose falsely before 
him. But their entreaty proved of no avail. This has j mae enraged the 
naibs, and, if no proceedings are taken against the Zamindars, they will simply 
grind down the raiyats under their oppression. It is difficult to imagine on 
what grounds the Inspector reported the case to be false, if he actually did so, 
in the face of the depositions given before him. | 
12. The Dacca Prakash of the 22nd November observes that, by way of 
reforming the village chavkidari system, the Govern- 
a) Sete ee of ment should appoint an educated offiver in the place 
of the present five or six chaukidars in every village. 
Such # man would not only do the chaukidar’s duty much more efficiently, but 
would also save the village people from the : bigage and oppression which result 
from the working of the existing machinery. He wo supply the district 
authorities with more correct reports on births, deaths and crops. He would 
also make a capital secretary to the village union committees and could be 
relied upon in the matter of serving summonses ard notices. The creation of 
the office of circle chaukidar is not calculated to reform the chaukidari system. 
It will be an additional burden on the village people. Good men will not be 
available for the new post. 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


18. The AMitavadi of the 20th November says:-—-For one to be an absconding 
offender and at the same time to edit a newspaper 

a baw ge te paar * the is a feat which is impossible in the nature of things, 
ee but this feat, miraculous as it is, is being performed 


Dacca Praxasn, 
Nov. 22nd, 1896, 


HitTavaDt, 
Nov, 20th, 1896, 
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‘place? 


SovaBa Dainik, 
Nov. @th 1696. 


MrHiIR-9-SUDHAKAR, 
Nov. 21st, 1896. 


84m Prakasa, 
Nov. 23rd, 189. 
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‘nat at present by the editor of this papet. A thutdet, a theft, » dacvity.. 
very offence, ‘ih short—is tried at the plate ‘where it is comtnitted. Wry 
should it be otherwise in the case of a libel? Why should not a case of libel 


‘be tried atthe place where the newspaper is published, or where, in other words, 


it has its office? Why should the pvor editor be dragged for trial to a distant 


Again, it is improper to issue a warrant m the first instance against an 
editor charged with libel when the law also provides for the issue of & sumons 
in such a case. In tbe libel case against this paper which was lately tried in 
‘Calcutta, the Presidency Magistrate issued a summohs ‘against ‘us instead of 9 
warrant. Did he act wrongly in doing so? In many libel cases Magistrates 
issue a summons instead ‘of a warrant. Are the Magistrates in question 
‘ignorant of the law? . 

Mr. Weston had at first passed orders for our enlargement on a bail of 
Rs. 250; bat he subsequently raised the amount to Rs, 1,000. Was it proper to 
enhance the amount in this way? What made the Magistrate conclude that the 
editor of this paper had absconded ? 


Not satisfied with issuing a warrant, Mr. Weston also issued a proclamation 
and a process for distraint of property. This is the first time that a proclama- 
tion has been issued against an editor charged with libel and his goods ordered 
to be distrained. The Calcutta authorities, however, did not execute 
Mr. Weston’s process for distraint of goods. 


14. The Sulabh Daintk of the 23rd N at bonge oceerees that va Q@ great 
—" relief to the public that Mr. Justice O’Kinealy has 

he re been transferred to the Civil Appellate Side of the 
Calcutta High Court. As one of the Vacation Judges he administered 
criminal justice in a manner which made him the butt of public oppro- 


brium, Itisa ity that Mr. Justice O’Kinealy has carried his civilian instincta 
g 


even to the Court Bench. He showed great impatience in disposing 


of appeal cases and made it a point to reject the majority of them. He even 
went the length of observing that in this country mney guilty persons escape 


with impunity, but an innocent person is rarely convicte 


15, The judgment of Mr. Justice Blair in the ‘case in which two 
cue kiee — European soldiers were charged with the murder 
Allahabad High Court, =S=s«OL«@ punkha cooly by throwing him over the 
vérandah of a barrack room comes as a pleasant 


surprise to the Sulabh Daintk of the 25th November. ‘This is the first time that 


one sees @ European soldier punished for killing a-native. Mr. Justice Blair 
‘has ‘shown that there is no escape for a European offender in the law. 
‘Mr. Blair is not like Mr. Blennerhassett ; his judgment has given the public 
‘satisfaction as it shows that there is not one law for the black and another Jaw 
for the white. The maximum punishment for the offence of which the 
prisoner was convicted is imprisonment for two years, and it is no doubt a 


pleasant surprise to the :public that the European -soldier has been sentenced 
to imprisonment for a year and-a-half. 


(d)— Education. 


16. <A correspondent of the Mihir-o-Sudhdkar of the 21st November says 


The vacant Devniy Inspector. ‘®t ® Musalman should be appointed as the Addi- 
ship in the Dacca ‘tic. —  ~— tional Deputy Inspector of Schools in Dacca in the 
| _ place cf Babu Ram Sundar Basak, who hus lately 
died. Musalman education will never make any progress so long as Musalman 
Inspecting Officers are not. aa to superintend that education. The 


district of Dacca is chiefly populated by Musalmans, but after the transfer of 


Maalvi Abdul Karim, it has had no high grade Musalman Inspecting 
cer. 


17. The Som Prakdsh of the 23rd November is glad to learn that the 
Nyayara‘na's special pension. Secr ‘tary of State has been pleased to grant a 


special pensi t oe” ‘Mahes 
Chandra Nyayarat na. P pean O Mahamahopadhyaya Mah 
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(¢}—Looal Self-Government and Municipal Administration, “3 
18. The Charu Mihir of the hr November says that ‘the: proposal 
babs eee to appoint & permanent District Engineer for 
: im ———w Mymensingh ‘has caused the Officiating “En ginee?, 
Nibaran Babu, to be busily engaged in eanvassing 
for votes. But it will be a matter of regret if any member of the Board allows 
himeelf to be swayed by Nibarun Babu’s persuasion. The Babu is not fit for 
the post, and to give it to him would be doing an injury to the interests of 
the rate-payers. Nibaran Babu’s greatest disqualification is that he is perfect} y 
deaf, a circumstance which led to his removal from the service of the - aridper 
District Board. This physical defect ought to be a sufficient disqualification 
for a post which requires constant transaction of business with contractors, 
coolies and_the public in general. Besides, Nibaran Babu cannot ride—another 
rf serious disqualification in a District Engineer—and he is of a violent temper 
and does not hesitate to fall foul of even respectable men. When efficient 
men like Rakhal Babu and others are candidates for the post, the Board will 
fail in its duty if it allows itself to be coaxed by dinners and flattery into 
making Nibaran Babu their permanent District Engineer. 
) 19. The Murshidabad Hitaishi of the 18th November says that simul- 
taneously with cries for food very distressing wails 
of water-scarcity are audible from all directions. 
Government is aware that for s.me years past there has been a real water- 
scarcity in Bengal, but has adopted no adequate measures to remove the evil. 
The water-scarcity in Bengal is due to the circumstance that there has not 
‘been sufficient rainfall for some years, during the rainy séason, to fill com- 


Water-scarcity in Bengal. 


aH § the rivers and other reservoirs of water, which have, in consequence, — 
year after year, till some of them are now actually dry, leaving many | 


shrun 
places through which they flowed perfect deserts. The Lieutenant-Governor 
should, before trying to re-excavate silted up rivers, make arrangements to 
dredge rivers which have not yet completely silted up. It is the imperative 
duty of Government now to keep these rivers flowing. ‘Take the Bhagirathi, 
for instanee. It has so fur shrunk in its bed that. it has become difficult for 
cargo boats to navigate between Katwa and Murshidabad. ‘The steamer service 
also has been discontinued. Last year, people-from 10 miles ‘around ‘on both 
banks of the Bhagirathi had to take their supp'y of water from that river 
alone. It is painful to think whence they will. get their water-supply this year. 
Some remedy may be expected if the authorities see the condition.of the 
country with their own eyes. ay | 
20. The Hitavadi of the 20th November writes :— } | 
Several muharrirs under the Baranagore Muni- 
Mr. Westmacott on the duty ¢inality were made to work overtime by a promise 
— of extra remuneration, which -was given to them 
on the completion of the work. This was intolerable to. Mr. Westmacott. He 
has ordered that the muharrirs should be required to refund their extra remu- 
neration The poor muharrirs petitioned against this order, but to no pur- 
pose. Mr. Westmacott wrote as follows :— ; ' 


‘“¢ How many hours out of the twenty-four the men worked on the occasions 
in question, and why they are considered to have worked overtime ? ” 

Again :— 
| 66 The Municipal Commissioners should state what is the limited time which 
they consider to be covered by a clerk’s ordinary pay. The principle of 
paying an overtime appears a false one as a clerk ts expected lo give hss employers 
as much work as he can fuirly accomplish in twenty-four hours. In En land a clerk 
works at least from nine in the morning till six in the evening, an ‘this cannot 


be considered excessive.” __ 

The italics are our own. We ask the Lieutenant Governor whether he has 
ever heard anything like the principle enunciated there. How is the excess 
remuneration again to be recovered from those who.have left the service of the 
municipality ? But why do we refer to such a trivial difficulty ? Such is 
Mr. Westmacott’s ingenuity and power, that if any one of those clerks had 
even left.this world, he would have found.a way of making him refund the 


extra:remuneration he received. . 


Cuaku Miur, 
Nov. 16th, 1896, 


MURSHIP4BAD 
HITAISsHI, 
Nov. 18th, 1896. 


HiTavVaDI, 
Nov. 20th, 1806. 


Muur-0-SUDHAKAR, 
Nov, 21st, 1896. 


80m PRAKASH, 
Nov, 28rd, 1896, 


SULABH DalINik, 
Nov, 23rd, 1896. 


BaRISaL HitalIsuH!, 
Nov. 20th, 1896, 
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SANJIVANI, 
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Indeed, Mr. Westmacott is riding us as the old man of the sea rode 
Sindbad, the sailor. Mr. Westmacott inculeated upon the Ee ple a lesson of 
self-help when they were saffering from scarcity of water. He now says that a 
clerk ought to work as many hours out of the twenty-four as he possibly can, 
Will not the Bengal Government rid us of Mr. Westmacott .. : 

21. The inhabitants of Samaspur, within the jurisdiction of the Pangsa 

thana, in the Faridpur district, writing in the 
Water-scarcity in avillageinthe Y4jp4,-0-Sudhakar of the 21st November, compluin of 
Faridpur district. scarcity of water in the village. The excavation 
of a tank has been sanctioned by the Goalundo Local Board, but nothing has 
yet been done in the matter. The —" of a tank, or at least a well, in 
‘lage has become animperative necessity. . 
a a The Som Prakash of the 23rd a hg gt | i , her, _ — 
; ur Municipality, in the Nadia district, 1s the largest 
tae Bentipar, Mt midges ‘in of all estan nunbiipelitien in Bengal, containin 
the Nadia district. — a population of about thirty to thirty-five thousan 
souls, it isa wonder that it does not contain a single public latrine. The 
municipal authorities, however, do not hesitate to prosecute a large number of 
men every week for committing nuisance in public places. The attention of 
Mr. K. C. De, Chairman of the Municipality, is invited to the matter, 

23. The Sulabh Daintk of the 23rd November observes that the Health 
Officer of the Calcutta Municipality should devote 
his time to the sanitation of Calcutta instead 
of wasting the rate-payers’ money ou his eg and 
bacteriological fads. The native quarter of the town is extremely filthy, and 
filth is left rotting and decomposing in the streets and poisoning the atmosphere ~ 


for twenty-four hours together. The bustees, the veritable hotbeds of disease, 
still exist in the midst of the town. | 


The Health Officer of the Cal- 
cutta Municipality. 


(g)— Railways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


24. The Barisal Hitatshi of the 20th November cannot approve of the 


_ proposal to shift the position of the ghat in Barisal, 

* cl steamer landing ghat in + which the Narayanganj steamer lands its 
: passengers. ‘lhe present landing ghat possesses 
many advantages which the proposed ghat will not possess. Near the present 
ghat there is a good hotel where the passengers, and especially those travelling 
with families, can tuke their meal. Where are also a number of respectable 
residents near the ghat, in whose houses female passengers may take their rest, or 
wait till the steamer arrives, or while their male relatives go to fetch conveyances 
for them. There is separate and good privy accommodation in the present 


ghat for the male and female passengers. Not one of these advantages can be 
expected by the passengers at the proposed ghat. 


25. <A correspondent of the Bangavasi of the 2lst November com- 


eee lains that the principal road in Kumrha, in the 
A bed road in Birbhum. : Birbbum district, has not been re;aired since it 
was constructed. If this road is repaired this year, it will not only remove 


a local complaint, but will also provide hundreds of starving people with 
employment. | | 


26. The Sanjivant of the 21st November complains that native passen- 


Railway grievances. gers on Indian railways suffer great and often 


harassing inconveniences. Their clear rights are 
often sacrificed to the convenience of European passengers. Not to speak of 


third-class passengers, even native passengers who travel higher classes are 
often put to great inconvenience and discomfort. It frequentiy happens that 
& native passenger travelling first, second, or intermediate cluss is made to 
vacate his sent in favour of a European passenger. his invidious distinction 
between the native and the European passenger is carried still further. One or 
more intermediate and third class coropartments are in every train set apart for 


European passengers, and native passenver ) 
com ers a . 
partments even lee the P vers are not allowed to travel in thos 


re are no Europeans to occupy them. But Euro- 
yomn passengers atten force their way into compartments occupied by native 


TS OE TL TE Ee i. aes Cha 
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passengers ; sometimes even going the length of ousting them from their 
seats. It is nota rare sight to see European ladies entering zanana compart- 
ments and lying or sitting there at ease, making the native occupants huddle 
together with great difficulty in the corners. Native passengers have to suffer 
these and many other incunveniences more on State Railways than on railways 
managed by private companies. ‘The Government of India, it is said, hus 
required all railway administrations in India to remove the grievances of the 
passengers, and it is expected that the complaints referred to above will be 
removed at least on State Railways. 

27. <A correspondent of the Som Prakash of the 23rd November com- 
plains of insufficiency of accommodation for the 
third class and intermediate-class passengers in the 
train which carrying passengers from Halsa arrives at Kushtia, on tLe Eastern 
Bengal State Railway, at ¥ or 9-30 a.m., and in that which leaving Kushtia 
arrives at Halsa at about 6 or 6-30 p.m. Only one intermediate class 
carriage and two third class carriages are now attached to each train, though a 
very large number of peuple nave every day to go to Kushtia where the Sub- 
divisional Courts are situated. The addition to each train of two more third 
class carriages will remove all inconvenience. 


> 


A railway grievance. 


(h)— General. 


28. The Bankura Darpan of the 16th November says that small-pox of 

a very fatal type is prevailing in Gosainpara near 

_ ne 6 ae /" * Vishoupur, in the Bankura district, and already 

ee r three. or four deaths have taken place. T'he 

villagers are being vaccinated, but the virus which is being used not being of 

a good quality, almost every case of vaccination is proving a failure. If 

the small-pox poison does in any way happen to get mixed with the water of 

the one or two tanks which supply the whole village with drinking water, the 
havoc which will be made by thie disease will be simply fearful. 

29. The Burdwan Sanjivant of the 17th November writes that the clerks 
in the public offices in Burdwan have petitioned 
the Government for an increase of 25 per cent. 
in their pay on the ground of the prevailing dearness 
of food-stuffs. The prayer of the petitioners is reasonable, and it is to be 
hoped that it will be granted. | 

80. The Bangavasi of the 21st November observes that the unpopularity 

_. of the charitable dispensaries in Bengal is due 
—e dispensaries 12 49 their mismanagement. These dispensaries are 
not provided with good drugs and medicines. 
The medical treatment there is not always efficacious, and caste is 
observed there more in name than in reality. Moreover, these dispensaries 
are not always within the reach of the people. There is generally one dispen- 
sary in a whole district, and the Bengali with his homesta ing pre] udices is 
not willing to travel a long distance and take shelter in it. Let all these incon- 
veniences be removed and the popularity of these dispensaries will be increased. 
If you mean to do good to the masses, do sometning real and substuntial, and 

' do not set up anything merely for show. | 
31. The Daintk-o-Samachar Uhandrika of the 22nd November observes 
that the Lieutenant-Governor has not done well in 
Scarcity allowance to Govern- excluding the process-serving peons from the 
= class of menial servants, to whom a special allow. 


ance has been granted on account of dearness of food-stutfs, This will only 
compel the process-serving peons to tuke bribe. As for the scarcity allowance, 
@ uniform rate should be sanctioned for all districts, because in no district is 
rice selling at more than 10 seers per rupee ‘T’he monthly allowance should 
be increased to Rs. 3 per head, as the sanctioned grant 1s too sinall. A special 
scarcity allowance should also be granted to clerks in Government service, who 
are feeling the pinch even more than the m- nial servants. The latter are 
accustomed to hardship, and obtain considerable help from their woinen who 
generally serve as maid-servants. This is not possible in the case of the ladies 


belonging to the middle classes. It ig rumoured that the Government will 


Government servants in the 
famine. 


il le laa nn ee ee , 


Som Prakasu, 
Nov. 28rd, 1896. 


BeNKURA DaRPAN, 
Nov. 16th, 1896, 


KBURDWAN SANJIVANI, 
Nov. 17th, 1896, 
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Nov. 21st, 1896. 


DaINIK-0-SAMACHAR 
CHANDRIKA, 


Nov. 22nd, 1896. 


Som PRAKASH, 
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DAINIK-0-SaMACHAR 
CHANDRIKA, 


Nov. 25th, 1896. 
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vrant an allowance of 10 per cent. of their pay to all clerks in the : 
epartment in receipt of salaries not exceeding Ks. ge “7 rumour shothd 

rove true, and the allowance granted should be more than 10 per cent., € it 
ts not raised to 25 per cent, The Government has a two-fold obligation to 
see pe: poor clerks. They are not only its loyal subjects, but also its 
i servants ess 
a The Som Prakash of the 23rd November makes the folluwing comments 
(titi tjij©je “uns ©. = Charles Filliott’s article in the Aviatic 
lok Tharles cag sett ged dexée- Quarterly Review regarding the separation of the 
cutive functions judicial and executive functions:— _ 

A close perusal of the article will convince everybod y that it was written 
from malice. Every line in the paper will bear testimony to this. The 
language, moreover, is ungentlenanlike and most disrespectful. The article, 
asa whole, shows tne feeling the English rulers in India entertain for their 
native subjects. 

Sir Charles lays it down that “the District Magistrate, who is the eye 
and ear of Government, should hold in his hands all the threads of the differ- 
ent branches of the administration, and should have the officials in all those 
branches uncer his general control.” But does the District Magistrate, asa matter 
of fact, hold in his hands all the threads of the different branches of the admi- 
nistration? Even under the existing system the District Magistrate is onl 
an Executive Officer. The judicial power which rests in his hands is exceed- 
ingly limited. He cannot, for instance, try ® murderer. Besides, if the 
District Magistrate is the sole administrative authority in a district, who are 
the District Judge and the Subordinate Judges in a district? According to 
Sir Charles Elliott, it is owing to the union of the judicial and executive func- 
tions that the English have been able to retain their mastery over the country. 
But here is what Justice Phear, late Judge in Ceylon, says on the point :— 

* It is through the English system of trial and by the application of its 
principle, and not by any oriental or patriarchal method, that os has to be 
administered in India. Nor is this any new thing. In principle it dates from 
the time of Impey; it is established and prescribed in considerable detail by 
legislative enactments on procedure and evidence, and it may be said to have 
become an accepted institution of the peeple. And nothing is more certain. 
than that it is of the essence of the English system that the court of trial should, 
in its whole action, stand absolutely apart from, and free of subordination to, 
the prosecuting or police authority, and should bein no degree under its 
influence.” 

Even Lords Kimberley and Cross did not question the advisability of 
separation, but only failed to find the money necessary for effecting the reform. 

It is difficult to see how the substitution of the District Judge’s control for 
the District Magistrate’s over the subordinate magistracy will prejudice the 
administration. 

33. Sir Charles Elliott’s article, observes the Dainik-o-Samachur Chandrika 

Mr. Reynolds on Sir Charles Of the 25th November, in support of the fusion of 
Elliott’s article on the separation Judicial and executive functions, is a miserable 
of judicial and executive functions. failure. In this article-the writer has given proof 
more of obstinacy than of reasoning. Instead of trying to convince, he has 
tried to mislead his readers. Mr. Reynolds has given Sir Charles a crushing 
reply and has quoted Sir Charles Elliott himself to tear his specious arguments 
into shreds. He has shown that Sir Charles has in his article tried his best to 
conceal the truth and hoodwink the public. The fact is that Sir Charles 
Eiliott’s article is a defence of despotism— of the absolute powers enjoyed by the 
executive under the present system. Sir Charles was at-first a liberal-minded 
official. But as the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal he was an advocate of 
absolut.sm. He looked upon the High Court as the onl authority in the 
country which stood in the way of the executive exercising their absolute power 
agg Band content. He understood that the curtailment of, or interference 
wetter OF Wk. prove’ hack ce the denielen of he Like nek, 
eis bls te. = p | a chec on e despotism of the Lieutenant Governor. 

sion that the more were the reins of Government lightened, the 
reap would becoine the work of administration. Acting under this impression, 
ried ‘hie best to increase the power of the executive, and he has .come 
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out with a reply to Mr. Ghose’s pamphlets, fearing lest they might do anything 


7~ 


to shake their despotism. ; 


34, A correspondent of the same paper hears that Babu Atul Chandra pannr.oSamacnan 


Babu Atul Chandra. Chatterji, Chatter}i, Personal Assistant -to the Commissioner 
Personal Assistant to the Commis. of Burdwan, will soon be placed in charge of a 
sioner of Burdwan. small district. Babu Atul Chandra is well known 
for his ability and independence, of which latter quality he gave proof by 
boldly protesting against magisterial interference with the judicial independence 
of Subordinate Magistrates when he was a Deputy Magistrate in Backergunge. 


IV.—NATIVE STATEs, 


85. The Sulabh Dainik of the 19th November writes as follows:— | 

| In his Dumraon speech the Viceroy paid a 
compliment to the Residents and Political Agents 
in Native States. His Excellency observed that it 
was an impression with many that the Residents and Political Agents in Native 
States were in the habit of picking holes in the conduct of native chiefs, and of 
ultimately deposing them on frivolous pretexts. The Makaraja of Dumraon 
had given the lie direct to this false impression by erecting a hospital in honour 
of a Resident, and by calling him a benefactor of native chiefs. The Viceroy’s 
compliment to the Political Agents does not, however, remove the unfavourable 
impression from the mind of the native public. Every rule has its exception, 
and it may be that the Resident honoured by the Maharaja of Dumraon was a 
good man and a true well wisher of the native chiefs with whom he had to 
deal. It is not, however, known how this “friend of the native chiefs”? would 
have conducted himself if anything had gone against his interest. It is not 
also known whether the honour done to the Resident in question was quite 
spontaneous on the Maharaja’s part. At all events, one swallow does not make 
a summer, and one good Resident does not prove that the Political Residents 
are as a class good and generous. If the Viceroy is really anxious to raise the 
Political Agents in the estimation of the public, he should make it a point 
never to appoint military officers as Residents, who are, as a rule, proud, 
haughty, overbearing and scheming. It may not be in the power of the 
Viceroy to make this change. But he may make an attempt in right earnest to 
introduce the desired reform. 


The Viceroy on Political Agents 
in Native States. 


V.— PROSPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


36. The Arya Varta of the 12th November says that the best way for the 
Government to utilize the money it means to spend 
on famine relief will be to engage the services of 
poor agriculturists for raising crops suited to the reason. If this scheme is 
adopted, most probably Bengal will be able to tide over the impending distress 
without much difficulty. 


A suggestion for famine relief. 


87. The Barisal Hitaishi of the 13th November says that great distress | 


prevails in the Backerguvge district. Many families 
Distress and prospects of the are getting only one meal a day. Many widows 
crops in Backergunge. es B y y any W 
without any one to support them are living merely 
on greens and vegetables, and have been reduced to skeletons. Looting of grain 
shops has, it is true, not yet taken place; but the time does not seem to be 
distant when it will occur. 
In some places the standing crops have been completely destroyed for want 
of rain; in others hardly a two-anna return will be obtained. = 
38. The Bankura Darpan of the 16th Novermber writes as follows:— 
Though no deaths from: starvation, have yet 
taken place in the Bankura district, there is no wy 
ing that a large number of its inhabitants have become greatly emaciated for 
want of sufficient food. Not to speak of the lowest class of Bauris, people who 
are better off are getting only one meal a day, and that consisting of an insuffi- 
cient quantity of rice mixed with gruel alone. The.manufacturers and labourers 
are faring tho worst of all. Even the weavers and braziers in Bankura 
town can hardly earn enough to live from hand to mouth. The rich people of 
the country can render considerable help to the weavers and braziers, who can 


Scarcity in the Bankura district. 
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produce articles of the very best quality at_a cheap price, by purchasing their 
manufactures in large quantities. — : | ' 

In many places in the district rice 18 not at all available, as, for instance, in 
Khatra and Raipur. But export from the district.1s. going on all the same, 
One may not venture to ask the authorities to put a stop to the export, and thus 
interfere with free trade. But it will not be illegal, nor can 1¢ be improper, for 
the District Magistrate to request all dealers 1n rice 1n the district always to kee 
in stock sufficient quantities of rice for sale to the residents. A step like 
this will at least for the present considerably reassure the inhabitants. 

. As scarcity has now-a-days become a matter of almost every-year occurrence, 
Government should put a check upon the export of food-grains, and take steps 
to prevent failure of crops. To prevent failure of crops, it 18 necessary that 
canals should be excavated throughout the province. ‘This is the proper time 
to take the excavation of canals in hand, as the work will give employment and 
food to the starving. No new canals require to be excavated in the Bankura 
district. The authorities should at once make arrangements for dredging 
the Subhankari ‘hal, the Haril Murir ‘hal and the drains to the east of 
Vishnupur which were excavated by the Rajas of Padumpur. The construc- 
tion of the railway line between Assansol and Midnapore, which has. been 
long projected, may also be taken in hand now as a piece of relief work. 
Government should also grant éasarz loans this year without interest. 

39. The Sahachar of the 18th November fully believes that under a sym- 

athetic and kind-hearted ruler like Sir Alexander 
sr ane no efforts will be spared to averta 
famine in Bengal. But Sir Alexander is relying 
mainly upon Burma to help Bengal in her need. It is true Burma can give her 
surplus food-stock to India. But considering the severe distress which is 
already prevailing in the Punjab, the North-Western Provinces and the Central 
Provinces, it is almost certain that Burma’s surplus rice will nave been consumed 
by those provinces by the time Bengal will be in sore need of help. Burma 
rice saved Bihar from starvation in the famine of 1874; but that famine was 
confined to Bihar alone, and lasted for a short period. ‘lhe present year’s 
distress prevails through the whole of India, and it will continue till the next 
year’s winter crop is reaped. Under the circumstances, India cannot be saved 
from starvation this year, until either the Government or the merchants import 
rice and other food grains from any part of the world where they can be had. 
Government can import and seli grain even at a loss, as it did during the Bihar 
famine of 1874. But merchants will not undertake importation unless they are 
assured that they can do so at aprofit. If, therefore; Government is not 
prepared to import grain on its own account, it should speedily collect and 
publish information as to the food-stock which still exists in the country. 

It is fully believed that Sir Alexander Mackenzie will not lct a single man 
die of starvation, if he can possibly help it. But distress has already appeared 
in Bengal, as is indicated by the grain riots whicn have Aves | in certain 
places. So, there is no time to lose. 

If the Lieutenant-Governor wants the co-operation of the zamindar com- 
munity in averting the danger, he should grant them remissions of revenue. 
With no collections from the raiyats and liability to pay the full amounts of 
their revenue, the zamindars will be able todo little to help their raiyats in 
their distress. 

40. Al-Punch of the 17th November says that the Lieutenant-Governor 

iia Maile aii is of Bengal went to the Sonepore fair ostensibly with 
Sonepore. the object of devising means for checking the 
impending famine. Perhaps His Honour has 
ascertained to his satisfaction the real condition of the country. Whether or 


not he will do anything to check the famine, he will at least be treated to long 
speeches at the conference which is proposed to be held. 


41. The Hitavadi of the 2€th November writes as follows:— 


The Viceroy in the distress. Ifthe ruler of the country—he upon whom 


} __ the weal or woe of millions depends—shows the 
east remissnes in a crisis like this, he must be pronounced unfit for the 


high trust he ho'ds. In the present famine 
: . i. | the Viceroy is tourin and 
sporting about. This has naturally grieved and astonished “ws nae The 


Government’s duty in the dis- 
tress in Bengal. 
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Viceroy defends his conduct by saying that touring is a part of his duty and 
that the Provincial Governors being all able men may be trusted to act 
judiciously for themselves. If touring be a part of the Viceroy’s duty, it is arid 
and famine-stricken tracts, and not hill-stations like Alwar, which he should 
visit at this crisis. Granted that the Provincial Governors are all able 
men. But it is the duty of the Viceroy to supervise their work and to aid 
them with counsel and encouragement. If all the Provincial Governors act on 
a uniform plan under the phn yee supervision, they will be able to do more 
good than if they were to act otherwise. That the rowers are plying the oars 
well is no reason why the helmsman should leave his helm and sit still. . The 
very thought that the Queen’s representative is touring about the country with 
the object of relieving distress will inspire the people with hope and a new 
energy. But if he indulges in amusements, leaving the work of famine relief to 
others, the pe will get uneasy. The Viceroy will entitle himself to the 
gratitude of millions if he puts a stop to the export of food-grains. 

42. A correspondent of the same paper writing from Singti-Sibpur within 


a a the Amta thana in the Hooghly district says that 
Hooghly district, vniago In he the paddy crop has withered, and ascarcity is there- 
fore to be apprehended. The mouth of the 
neighbouring river being silted up, 40 or 50 villages are suffering from scarcity 
of water. Many lives will be saved if the authorities promptly dredge the 
mouth of the river. 
43. Another correspondent of the same paper says that the lower classes 
hides in: te hated dee, of people in the villages of Raruli, Katipara, Banka 
) Bhavanipur, Durgapur, Ramnagar, Srikanthapur, 
Sridharpur and Karoti on the banks of the Kapotakshi, and in Bagura, 
Rordanga and adjacent villages on the banks of the Karuria in the Khulna 
district are in great distress, having already pledged or sold all their moveables. 
Those who had anything left have now been compelled to sell that residue to 
meet the zamindar’s demands. 
44. Another correspondent of the same paper says that there is a rice 
Siiileai itis ae Uheaiiah te market at Khusiganj, in the Hooghly district, upon 
the Hooghly district. _—— which the adjacent villages depend for their supply 
of rice. But rice now sells at 8 seers per rupee 
at Tarakeswar, while it sells at 9 seers per rupee at Khusiganj. All the rice 
merchants have emigrated to the former place. No rice is therefore available 
for sale at Khusiganj. Steps should be taken to ensure a supply of rice at this 
lace. 
a 45. According to. the Barisal HMitaishi of the 20th November, rice, pulses, 
ili silicael ree oil; fish, vegetables, and fuel are all selling at 
ene food articles 2 exorbitant prices in the Backergunge district. ‘I'he 
poorly paid clerks in the Sadar are in great distress 
owing to the high prices of all the food articles. 
46. The Mihir-o-Sudhakar of the 21st November says that the prevailing 
i ; Pine scarcity in this country has excited Russia’s sym- 
on pussia’s sympathy inthe famine Dathy, and Prince Obeluski has proposed to send 
for the relief of the suffering people Russian wheat 
and rye, of which there have been bumper harvests this year, and which can be 
sold in India cheaper than American wheat. The Russian press, too, is exhort- 
ing its countrymen to come forward to India’s relief. ‘This is, indeed, highly 
gratifying. But what is the Viceroy of India about? He is paying a round of 
visits to the Native States and spending his time in shooting, reviewing and 
merry-making ! ; 
How edifying to hear the sound of revelry in the midst of cries for food 
utterel by a poverty-stricken starving population ! 
47. ‘The Jessore correspondent of the same paper says that severe distress 
prevails in the district. lice is selling at 8 seers 
Distress in Jessore. and paddy at 15 to 16 seers per rupee. In some 
places the prices are even higher. Most villagers in the interior are getting a 
poor meal at interval of ore or two days. The poorer gentry, whose only 
means of livelihood is the produce of a few bighas of land cultivated in_part- 
nership with the cultivator, are almost starving. Theft has become exceedingly 
rife. It was a pity that in such a time of distress the Police Inspector extorted 
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subscriptions from the villagers residing within the Sadar thana, and squandered 
the money on a jatra party at Jessore during the late Durga Puja. The rich - 
men ‘of the place are still indifferent to the sufferings of their poorer fellow- 
villagers. 

48. The Saraswat Patra of the 21st November advises Government to 

7 stop all export of grain. But if that is impossible, 

oe a we larger quantities of grain should be imported than 
iste I are being done at present. If will not do to rely 
solely on Burma, but arrangements should bo immediately made for importing 
rice from other countries also. Loans should, moreover, be granted to rice- 
dealers. 

The people themselves have duties in the distress. Every one should do 
his best to supply Government with correct-information regarding the wants of 
his fellow-countrymen and the condition of the crops. And the rich people 
should help their poorer countrymen with money. | 

49. The Bangavasi of the 21st November thus comments upon the 

_ proposed measures for famine relief :— 

oo measures for famine 1. The first measure proposed is the import- 
oes ation of wheat from Russia and America. This is 
likely to reduce the prices of food-grains, but what then? The starving 
raiyats are selling off all their belongings. They are selling their cattle, 
their clothing, their domestic utensils. They will sell their wives and children, 
and even themselves, for food. They have nomoney. The corn they grow 
constitutes all their wealth. The soil has not yielded them a single crop. Where 
will they get money to buy corn even if it be brought within their reach? To 
save their lives grain should be given to them free. Otherwise, imported 
grain will remain unsold, overstocking the market. 

2. The second measure proposed is the granting of seeds for sowing 
free to the raiyats. But who will sow, and how? The raiyats are starving. 
They have sold off their plough cattle. The tanks and wells have dried up. 
The starving raiyats will eat up the seeds. The poor starving raiyat requires 
more than help and assistance. He requires kind and careful nursing. 

3. As for famine relief works, the wages offered ure too low for the 
purpose of relieving the distressed people. The full measure of work will be 
exacted from the starving raiyat—a measure of work which he cannot be 
expected to do in his present weak condition. For this hard labour, however, 
he will get only five pice per day. How will he manage to support himself and 
his family on this pittance at atime when flour is selling at four seers per 
rupee, and rice at six seers, and when all other food-stuffs are equally dear? 

4, The opening of work-houses and annachatras is, no doubt, an excellent 
project. But these work-houses will be open only to women and children and 
to the old and infirm. The officials do not and cannot understand that the 
Indian —— do not go a begging unless they are forced to do so. And when 
they go a begging, they become so weakened and cast down that they are not 
in a position to work, The relief works will do these men no good, but they 
may be of some good to the day labourers who, thrown out of employment, 

either go a begging or commit theft and dacoity. The distress is most likely to 
be very keenly felt by the raiyats of some respectability, and the Government 
has not made, and is not likely to make, sonatas provision for them. They have 
none but God to befriend them in a country where a Lieutenant-Governor 
hesitates to admit the existence of famine on the ground that the people are not 
flocking to the relief works. 

90. Correspondents of the same paper complain of the prevailing scarcity. 

Wi caus cats The crop is fast withering away in Sukaldiha m 

5 Jy oe the Barisal district. The same is the condition 

of Haripur in the Nadia district. In Ranaghat in the same district aman rice 
is selling at Rs. 4-12 and Rs. 5 and aus rice at Rs. 3-12 and Rs. 4 per maund. 
or eer eae 4 dear. The Churni is falling fast, and water-scarcity prevails. 
“arcity of an acute type prevails in Baliasisa in the Kushtia subdivision. 

aga a is selling at 9-or 92 seers per rupee. The rice market is rising every 
bilan gd pe ge crops have failed and the prospects of the rabe crop are 
rr ere aa y are liv he er ie meal aday. In Hatisala in the same district 
aus crops have fauled. The prospects of the radi crop are gloomy. 
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Coarse rice is selling at Rs. 4 or Rs. 5 per maund. The 24-Parganas district 
fares no better. Rice is selling very dear in Barisa. The aus crop was not suc- 
cessful and the prospects of the aman are gloomy. Rice is selling at 8 seers 
per rupee in Pakur in the Sonthal Parganas district. The paddy crop is 
withering in Andulia in the Murshidabad district for want of water. Rice is 
selling at 13 seers per rupee. Scarcity of an acute type prevails in Madhurkul 
in the same district. Many are living on roots and wild plants. Paddy is 
selling at Rs. 3 per maund. Both food and water scarcity prevails in Tilmi in 
the Bankura district. Rice is selling at 8 seers per rupee. In Balsi in the 
same district paddy is withering. Old rice is selling at 10 seers per 
rupee and new rice at 12 seers, Rice is being heavily exported away, and 
it is growing less and less available. Many are living on one meal a day 
Rice 1s selling at 6 or 7 seers per rupee at Gamaria in the Singhbhum 
district. Scarcity prevails in the Birbhum district. The prospects of the aman 
and rabi crops are hopeless in Jugadhari. Rice is selling at 12 seers per 
rupee (one seer = 56% tolals). The paddy crop is withering away in Islam- 
pur in the Mymensingh district. Rice is selling at Rs. 5-6 or Rs. 5-8 per maund. 
Water-scarcity prevails in Jhagrachar in the same district. Jute is withering 
away. ‘lhe prospects of aman the crop are hopeless. Coarse aus rice is sell- 
ing at 6 seers perrupee. Many are starving for two or three days together. 
The prospects of crops are very gloomy in the Hooghly district. Iood and 
water-scarcity prevailsin Kaikala. In Mayapur crops have been destroyed, 
and many are living on one meal a day. In Tirhut rice is selling at 7 or 74 
seers per rupee and coarse rice at 8} or 9 seers. Coarse wheat is selling at 71 
or 8 secrs per rupee. The prospects of crops are gloomy in Sinheswar in the 
Magura subdivision of the Jessore district. Coarse rice is selling at 8 or 9 
seers per rupee. ‘The prospects of crops are equally miserable in Batikamari 
in the same district. Paddy is selling at 20 or 22 seers per rupee. Rice is 
selling at 7 seers per rupee in Rukuni in the Faridpur district. Many are 
living on roots and plants, and cooked rice is being stolen. _ 

Ol, Correspondents of the Sanjivani of the 21st November complain of 

i _ gcarcity throughout Bengal. Coarse rice is selling 

ae at Rs, 4-8 per maund in Krishnagar, but even 
this coarse rice is not always available. Rice became scarce a few days ago 
in the Gouri bazar, and it was chiefly through the exertions of Mr. Maxwell, 
the Magistrate, that it was imported by the mahajans. Rice has become un- 
obtainable in Kaliganj, Plassey and other adjoining villages. The condition 
of day labourers has become extremely pitiable in Ghurni, Sonadaha, Panch- 
baré, Radhanagar, Baruihuda and Nazirer Parha—all villages under the juris- 
diction of the Krishnagar Municipality. A day labourer earns only three 
annas per day, with which it is impossible to support a family of three or more 
individuals. A few days ago, about four or five hundred raiyats went to Babu 
Tarapada Banerji, a local pleader, to lay their grievance before him. They 
were referred to the Magistrate, who promised to make an enquiry into their 
grievances. 

The rice market is rising in the Jalpaiguri district. In the Sadar coarse 
rice is selling at 84 to 94 seers per rupee and paddy at 13 or 14 seers. In tea- 
gardens and in the mufassal rice 1s selling at 5 to 7 seers per rupee. The price 
of jute has gone down. Scarcity of an acute type prevails throughout the 
district. Many are living on boiled arum (4achu). People from the interior are 
flocking to the town in search of employment. Theft has increased on account 
of the prevailing scarcity. The other day & thief confessed before the local 
Deputy Magistrate that starvation had forced him to steal. oy 

Scarcity prevails in the Nilphamari subdivision of the Rangpur district. 
Rice is selling at kanchi 12 seers per rupee (1 seer = 60 tolas). I'he prospects 
of aman paddy are not hopeful. Babu Monmohan Rai, the Sub:livisional Officer, 
is carefully inquiring into the condition of the people. Hundreds of raiyats 
have already applied for ¢accave at an interest of 64 per cent. Tie stringent 
taccavi rules may, however, disappoint them. Scarcity of an accute type 
prevails in Ghatail, in the Tangail subdivision of the M ymensingh district. 
Rice is selling at 7 to 8 seers per rupee. Many are starving and half starving. 
A Musalman family consisting of nine individuals, none of whom are able to 

earn, had food for 11 days only during the last month. The state of things 
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‘. little better in the Bogra district. There is likely. to be an 8-anna crop in 
Ldandichi. A 10-anna crop was expected at Khetlal, but the late rain and 
hail-storm have seriously damaged the standing crop. In the town old rice is 
selling at 10 and new rice at 13 seers per rupee. ee 

“4 Reareity of an acute type prevails in the Khulna district. Many poorle 
in the villages under the jurisdiction of the Asasuni, Kaligan) and Magura 
thanas are in great distress :— | 


(1) Manglai Sardar of Burapur has died from three days’ starvation. 

(2) Madhu Ghosh of Banka got some rice after two days’ starvation, ate 
it, was attacked with diarrhoea and died. 

(3) Arman Gaji of Barhuli got something to eat after two days’ starva- 
tion. He is now attacked with fever and confined to bed. 

(4) Chhedu Gaji starved for several days, and 1s now living on the pulp 


of the date tree (ctacaa aIfS). 
(5) Gopal Gaji is eating boiled pulp of the plantain tree (cats) every 
other day. 
(6) Ekabbar Goldar is living on boiled ground melon (¢q¥j) after two 


days’ starvation. 

(7) Gani Haldar of Barhuli is living on boiled anum after one day’s 

starvation. i 
8) Arman Kahar of the same place has been starving for two days, 

(3) Ekabbar Ganji and his family (five persons) are principally living on 
arum and greens, : 

(10) Budal Saikh and his family, numbering five persons, are getting 
only one meal after two  ¥ starvation. 

(11) Kinu Gaji of Berhampur is living on the pulp of the date tree 
after two days’ starvation. 

(12) Jakir Saikh of Barhuli is living on boiled arum leaves after two 
days’ starvation. 

(13) Saikh Rahaman of the same place is living on boiled arum. 

(14) Amir Chand Kahar of Pabali has to support a family. of six persons 
with two annasaday, ‘They are getting food after two days’ 
starvation. , 

15) Damu Kahar of the same place is in the same miserable condition. 
+8} Madar Sardar is living on boiled arum plants after two days’ 
starvation. 

(17) Mathur Das of Barhuli got one seer of rice after remaining without 
food for a day anda half. Eight persons ate this rice. 


Instances could be multiplied. It will be no exaggeration to say that all the 
raiyats of the famine-stricken villages, with the exception of two or three, are 
in a miserable condition. They are selling off their cattle, ornaments and 
domestic utensils. ‘Theft has increased, and the gloom is thickening. 

52. The same paper writes as fullows:— 


Her Gracious Majesty the Queen- Empress has 
enjoined the Government to take every means to 
save human lives in the famine, and the Secretary of State has intimated to the 
Viceroy that he is quite prepared to sanction any expenditure that is likely to 
be incurred in successfully coping with the impending calamity. Lord Elgin 
assured the people that he would not permit the occurrence of a single death 
from starvation, and he is repeating the assurance in his tour speeches, giving 
the people to understand that he is in the habit of doing more than he says. 
It is a matter of regret, however, that the assurances of the Viceroy are not 
being given full effect to. The Viceroy is enjoying himself in the Native 
States, and their rulers are wasting lakhs on fire-works and illumination, while 
people are actually dying from starvation in the Central Provinces, the Chief 
Commissioner remaining quite indifferent and apathetic in the matter. A 
Christian Missionary of Bina, in the Central Provinces, writes that the people of 
nine villages about that place are totally destitude of food-grain of any kind— 


they do not even possess seeds for sowing. The condition of the people of 


other villages is more or less hopeless, Peo 
3. ple are actually dying from starva- 
tion. A number of starving people who were coming to the Wistlosary to beg 
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for food died on the way and their bodies were torn to pieces by jackals. 
Women, almost naked and reduced to skeletons, are begging from door to door. 
It is a pity that even under these mournful circumstances the Chief Commis- 
sioner should remain apathetic and indifferent and the Viceroy should be 
touring and holiday-making. Their conduct cannot be too strongly condemn. 
53. The Suiabh Samachar of the 21st November has the following : — | 


Through Divine mercy India has come into 
a em oe 2 on oe England. We see the hand of 
God in the advent of British rule, although our 
rulers came to this country not for any philanthropic purpose but for gain. 
India has derived great benefit from England who is now the Preserver of the 
lives, property and religion of the Indian pcople. At the same time England 
is indebted to India for her prosperity. England has been filled with Indian 
wealth. In this world, of course, England will not be called upon to pay back 
her obligation to India, but there is a place where she will have to pay it up 
with interest. England alone will be held responsible if there occur deaths 
from starvation in the impending famine. It will be committing self-deception 
if the Government, fur fear of expense or exertion, tries to minimise the gravity 
of the impending calamity. Selfishness, ingenuity or indifference should not 
be allowed to exercise its influence in a question of life and death. If it is, 
Divine justice will take its course. Sir Richard Temple was responsible for the 
deaths from starvation during the last Madras famine. Let the British Govern- 
ment take speedy steps to make arrangements with private traders for the 
importation of grain from America and Russia, and thereby save the lives of 
those on whose life-blood hundreds and thousards of English families are fat- 
tening themseives. 
04. The Dacca Prakash of the 22nd November advises the Government 
How information about distress '? make a house-to-house inspection in every village, 
cake ba alaued es and thereby ascertain the means of subsistence of 
every person and how he 1s likely to fare should 
famine break out. This may be easily done through the village panchayets 
who may be instructed to make the necessary inquiry and report to the 
Magistrates, the expenses being met by the Government from the chaukidari 
fund. As an incentive to good work, the panchayets may be paid one pice for 
every head of person regarding whom the inquiry is made. It will be very 
easy to substantially help the needy and the deserving after this inquiry has 
been made, and a list of persons requiring help in every village has been 
prepared. ‘T'’o ensure the correctness of the reports they may be required to be 
signed by one-third of the population of the village in which the inquiry is 
made. 

55. A correspondent of the Chinsura Vartavaha of the 22nd November 
writes that a swarm of locusts visited Ichapur, 
Bakulia, Jyotnarayan and Gopalbati in the Hooghly 
district and did damage to the kalai crop. The 
aman crop is withering away in many places in the north of the district. Paddy 


The prospects of crops in the 
Hoog'sly district. 


is selling at Rs. 2-8, rice at Rs. 3 14 to Rs, 4-8, and jute at Rs. 4 to Rs, 4-8 


per muund. : 
56. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 22nd November observes 


that the Government should no longer hesitate 

The fume. to import corn on its own account. ‘The Govern- 

ment is collecting minute information regarding the existing stock of corn 
in the country, and this time, therefore, it is not likely to overstock the 
market with imported corn. In a matter of life and death like the present, the 
Government should even be prepared to incur some loss, and it is a relief to 
see that the Lieutenant-Governor, while insisting on the observance of or 
has advised the district authorities to spare no expense in saving human life. 
The wages to be paid to labourers on relief works should not be tvo small. 
Past experience of famines ought to stand the Government in good stead. 
Lord Northbrook spared no expense in relieving the distress of the famine- 
stricken people. Lord Lyttcn in the beginning tried to ignore the approach of 
famine, and sixty lakhs of people died from starvation as a consequence of 
his indifference, and no expenditure of money could save them when it was too 
late, Lord Elgin has taken the middle course and is giving the people hope and 
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. e. He should not, however, be too sanguineg, and his optimism should 
at be allowed to shape his actions. The Government should not leave the 
importation of corn to private traders who will care more for gain than for the 
saving of human lives. In the op:nion of Mill, the Government would be 
justificd under the present circumstances in importing corn on its own 
account. 

57. The Sulubh Daintk of the 23rd November reports a case of suicide 
under the following circumstances :— 

A peasant of a village under the jurisdiction of 
the Kaliganj thana in the Satkhira subdivision of 
the Khulna district had been starving for five or six days. At last driven to the 
last resort he sold his goat, the only property he possessed, for one rupee. The 
coin, however, proved to be a counterfeit one, and he was arrested by the police 
as he went to datos it. But he was let off and returned home empty-handed, 
Goaded to desperation, he hanged himself and his wife followed him. The 
children are now in a helpless condition, Such mourniul cases of suicide are 
frequently taking place in the country at this time of distress, 

58. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 24th November observes 
that the Viceroy should not be elated with joy at 
the late rainfall. This rain may do some good to 
the rabi crop, but it will do decided injury to the 
aman. In Bengal at least rain now will destroy what little of the aman crop 
has been left. Untimely rain never bodes any good. 

59. Correspondents of the same paper complain that the 


crops are extremely gloomy in the 


The prospects of crops in the es 
Khulna and Nadia districts. Nadia districts. 


A case of suicide from starva- 
tion. 


The effect of the late rains on 
the prospects of crops. 


rospects of 
hulna and 
‘here will be less than a four-anna 

crop in Pilganj in the Khulna district. Coarse rice 
is selling at three annas per seer. Many are not getting even one meal a day, 
The authorities, however, are quite indifferent. ‘lhe aman crops have withered 
away in Meherpur in the Nadia district ‘The sabi crop has not yet been sown 
and its prospects are hopeless. Starvation stares the people in the face. 
Insecurity prevails. There isno demand for labour. 

60. A correspondent of the Dainik-o-Sumachar Chandrika of the 25th 
November writes that the clerks of the Burdwan 
Magistrate's office petitioned the  Lieutenant- 
Governor, praying for some temporary increase of 
pay on the ground of dearness of foodstuffs. In one part of . their petition they 
wrote that rice was selling at 9 seers per rupee at Burdwan. The Magistrate 
wrote to Government contradicting this statement and saying that rice was 
selling at 12 scers per rupee. The Magistrate is mistaken. Rice is selling at 
1¢ kanchi seers, which is equivalent to pucca 9 seers. 

61. ‘Thesame papercalls upon all Hindus and Jains and all cow protecting 
societies to take measures to give fodder to the 
starving and neglected cattle in this distress and 
thereby prevent them from being sold at nominal prices to butchers. 

62. ‘lhe same paper writes that in view of the impending famine the 
constiuction of the sanctioned Basirnat steam 
tramway should be pushed on. This will give 
employment to hundreds of starving people. The 
steam tramway is not at all likely todo any harm to the Khulna railway, and 


even if the Rothschilds object to its construction, their objection should not be 
entertained, 


Scarcity allowance to Govern- 
ment servunts. 


The cattle in the famine, 


The Basirhat steam tr-mway as 
a fumine relief measure. 


VI.—MIscreLLaNeous. 


63. The Hitaraai of the 20th November makes the following observations 

The proposed gagging of tho Of the proposal made by certain English newspapers 
vernaculur newspapers, to o"t ze neire press. 

| Unfortunately for this country, the number of 

lawless and wicked Europeans is gradually increasing. In i Be disregard of 


oe — and led by their partiality for their countrymen, not 4 
1als do not hesitate to acquit the most notorious European offenders 


and convict the most innocent native 
ety ent. accused and pass orders opposed to their 
Knowledge and conscience. And yet these officers do not ey A in the least mm 
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the estimation of either Government or the Anglo-Indian community. Thus 
encouraged, they are daily perpetrating more and more horrible scandals. The 
native subjects are almost dying with a sense of humiliation and misery. The 
conductors of Anglo-Indian papers are blind to all this and are perfectly silent. 
The Christian Missionaries follow their example and think their duty done. 
The poor native population have almost none to whom they can look up for 
help or protection, As for the native newspapers, they only represent in their 
feeble voice to the high officials in this country and sympathetic Englishmen in 
England only one or two cases out of the innumerable instances of oppression, 
injistice and wrong-doing, which occur in the country, and they do this in 
the hope of obtaining a remedy and saving themselves from future oppression. 


64, The same paper writes as follows :— 

Mr. Cotton’s name is familiar to the people of 
Bengal. ‘They look upon him with feelings other 
than those with which they ordinarily regard an Knglish official. They feel as 
if he was, to a great extent, one of themselves. Mr. Cotton has sympathy with 
the aspirations of natives. He rejoices with them in their prosperity and 
sorrows with them in their adversity. Since the publication of his ‘‘ New 
India ” natives have become partial to him. 


Mr. Cotton became a little unpopular with the Anglo-Indian communit 
after the publication of his ‘‘ New India,” and its publication also interfered in 
some measure with his promotion. But that unpopularity has worn off with 
time, and he is now respected by natives and Anglo-Indians alike. 


It is no doubt fortunate for Assam that Mr. Cotton has been appointed 
its Chief Commissioner. We pray that he may soon become a Provincial 
Governor. It is no wonder that the people should desire the promotion of an 
official who sympathises with them. 


Indeed, the honour which has been done to Mr. Cotton on the eve of 
his departure from Bengal is such as even many Licutenant-Governors did 


Mr. Cotton. 


not receive. Never was the Dalhousie Institute so crowded with respectable 


guests. The streets too were thronged with people. Nearly ten thousand 
spectators assembled there to witness festivities. 


On entering the hall, we could not but feel the contrast between the 
departure of Mr. Cotton and that of Sir Charles Elliott. Sir Charles was 
an object of terror to the Bengalis, but not an object of their love. He 
expressed an eager desire for farewell honours; but he, the Lieutenant- 
Governor of Bengal, did not receive such honour as the people have now, of 
their own motion, accorded to Mr. Cotton. It is a pity that Sir Charles 
was not here to witness the love which the peuple showed for his Chief 
Secretary. 


Urtiya PApeErs. 


65. The Utkaldipika of the 31st October congratulates a- local rice 
merchant, named Haji Jaffer Purta, on his benevo- 
lent action in selling rice to the poorer classes of 
Cuttack town at 11 seers the rupee, the market 


Benevolence of 2 local rice 
merchant. 


rate being 8 or 9 seers. 


66, The same paper observes that owing to want of rain the condition of 
Postponement of the revenue the peole of the inundated tracts is at present any- 
kist for the inundated parts. thing but enviable. Having lost their crops by the 
Hoods, they managed by some means or other to retransplant, as far as prac- 
ticable and to raise a rab crop, by doing which they have rendered themselves 
almost penniless: now these crops becoming parched up for want of rain; they 
have no credit with the mahajans, To add to their distress, the revenue 
kist falling due just at this time, the zamindars are dunning for payment. The 
deplorableness of their condition under these circumstances is too apparent to 
need description. The writer would therefore esire that the local authorities 
should for the relief of such people obtain telegraphic orders from Govern- 
ment for the postponement of payment of revenue for these estates for at 
least a month. 


HiITAVAD), 


Nov. 2th, ISS, 


UTKALDIPIKA, 


Oct. 3lst, 1866. 
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The same paper, alluding to the arrangements recently made where 
ge the managership of the Talcher State has been 
otis i Caen "8 given to the Manager of Pal Lahera, the latter 
post to the tutor of the Dhenkanal minor and the 
tutorship to the Narsingpur Settlement Officer, remarks that the promotion 
of the Pal Lahera manager seems to have come rather thickset, and that 
although the Narsingpur Settlement Officer was only a recent importation 
from Bengal, he has succeeded in being pitchforked to a pucka appointment. 
The writer does not understand why the claims of the Baramba manager, who 
is a senior officer, and who was at one time thought fit for the Dhenkanal 
managership, have been overlooked, and adds that it would have been more 
gratifying if an Uriya graduate had obtained the tutorship of the Dhenkanal 
minor. 

68. The Balasore Samvadvahiku of the 29th October remarks that the 
general expectation of rain falling by about the 
time of the Kartik Sankranti and Dasahara had 
propped up the hopes of cultivators. But that hope is even now gone. Most 
of the paddy crop has been damaged and people are now sunk in despair. 
Should rain even fall now, no material good would be done, but at least some 
portion of the crop might be saved and the people would take some courage. 
No sign, however, is observable in the heavens to raise any hope of obtaining 
a shower. ‘l'anks have run dry by baling out water for the fields. If no 
more rain falls durmg Pous and Magh there is every apprehension of fearful 
suffering both from starvation and want of water, and there will be a repeti- 
tion of all the horrors of the famine of 1873. 

69. The same paper complains of the prevalence of small-pox among 
cattle in various parts of the Balasore district, so 
that many people have entirely lost their cattle. 


Impending famine in the land. 


Cattle plague. 
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